The Baltic way and schools: keeping the remembrance alive
Recommendations for schools
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The school year 2009/2010 includes anniversaries of several significant events in the Baltic countries, among them the Baltic Way on August 23, 1989, the re-establishing of independence of Estonia on November 16, 1989, Lithuania on March 11, 1990 and Latvia on May 4, 1990. The aim of this document is to support teachers in attempts to highlight these events in their schools. These guidelines were developed by Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian teachers in a joint seminar in Riga, July 22, 2009.
There are many different ways how to celebrate historical anniversaries. These guidelines provide a pool of ideas and offer several scenarios for out-of-classroom activities. The offered activities aim at:

· promoting interest in historical events and their connection to current issues;

· contributing to creation of students’ personal attitude and opinion;

· facilitating solidarity among the Baltic nations;

· promoting values of courage and independent thinking that led to non-violent resistance.

To meet these goals you can invite your students to:
· take part in a school-wide video competition. Ask your students interview participants to make video stories in small groups. Create a jury from representatives of each form to evaluate the films. Award the best films at the party;

· write an article or essay for a local newspaper. Choose a topic, e. g. “Why is the Baltic Way Important?”, “August 23rd 1989 and 2009”;

· take part in a series of photo stories in school website. Choose a topic e. g. “My family in 1989” and invite all students to share photos from their family archives. Your guidelines will motivate students to develop a story based on sources of oral history as well as pay attention to details as the author of the photography, persons portrayed, date and place;

· take part in an exhibition of posters (computer- of hand-made). Provide a topic or demonstrate a video, play a song or share an article that provokes discussion. After the discussion invite your students to draw a poster in pairs or alone;

· compare photos from 1989 and 2009 in order to discuss what has changed during the time;

· write and stage a theater play about an individual on countries way to independence. Encourage your students to discuss how the change affected life of citizens;

· make trees of wishes for Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania in the event of the regaining of independence;

· visit a museum and write a review about the portrayal o the events of 1989/1990;

· organize a flash mob in school – a chain of students and teachers in honor of the Baltic Way;

· carry out a study and to submit a scientific research paper about restoration of independence, the Baltic Way and other protest action, etc. and take part in a conference. Organize a common conference with your partner schools from other Baltic countries;

· take part in a debate about the topic like “Baltics – a region or a phenomena of 1989?”;

· collect articles from international media in 1989 and 2009 to compare its contents;

· create a powerpoint presentation about the Baltic Way for classmates;

· write a letter to convince people them to take part in a Baltic Way of 2009;

· draw comics about the Baltic Way, about its organization, about the change it brought;

· make the map of the Baltic Way on the class wall. Collect pictures, drawings, memories of relatives of your students and put them on the map;

· create a video-clip for the song “ärgake Baltimaad/ Atmostas Baltija/ Bunda Jau Baltija”. Ask your students to explain their choice of images;

· organize a meeting with a participant of a protest action, the Baltic Way, barricades or a member of the Popular Front; 

· together with class- or school-mates create a book about the Baltic Way. Each student in this book would have a page to express his/her opinion and understanding of the significance of the action;

· organize a group and take part in the "Singing Revolution" – a song competition. Invite also other members of local community to take part or to be members of a jury;

· analize the Baltic Way as a protest to find out what components an effective protest action should include. Invite your students to identify the most burning issue in your local community and to organize an action to activate citizens;

· organize a workshop for younger students;

· after studying about the Baltic Way write recommendations to the authors of the history text books on how to elaborate the information about the Baltic Way and how to stress the cooperation among the Baltic countries.


Teacher!


Organise a series of events instead of a single event!


Combine methods to both provoke curiosity of students and stimulate creative and critical thinking as well as empathy.


Use multiple intelligences to actively involve all students.


Involve students in organisation of events.











